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You remember the story of Franklin and his kite,
and how, to quote a portion of his epitaph, he
" wrenched the lightning from Heaven ". By so doing
he had proved that a flash of lightning and electricity
were the same thing. But beyond that he did not go
far. He did not discover how to harness Nature's greatest
force to the service of man, and it was left to others to
follow up his researches and turn them to practical use.
Two of these men were Americans, and what they did
is told in this story.

Morse was the cleverer and more famous of the two.
His father, Jedidiah Morse, was a Congregational
minister in Charlestown, Massachusetts, and there
Finley was born on April 27, 1791. Finley's father was
a scholarly man. Besides being a minister he was a
writer on geography, and when his son was fourteen
he sent him to Yale College to complete his education.
There he came under the instruction of two masters
named Jeremiah Day and Benjamin Silliman, and from
them he learned what little there was to know about
electricity at that time. Finley was interested in all
they taught him, dimly perhaps he already envisaged
some of the uses to which that mighty force might be
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